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along the U.S.-Mexico border. A border wall 
serves only to instill fear and puts United 
States taxpayers on the hook for something 
that is unrealistic, costly, and unnecessary. It’s 
immoral and goes against our values as 
Americans. 

There are also severe budgetary concerns. 
The bill would increase defense spending 
more than $72 billion above limits set in the 
Budget Control Act. House Republicans have 
refused to work with Democrats on a new 
budget agreement, and without a budget reso-
lution, the funding levels in this legislation 
would be subject to a sequester. H.R. 3219 is 
an affront to smart spending and a testament 
to misguided governing. 

The legislation increases funding levels for 
several redundant weapons programs, includ-
ing certain dangerous nuclear weapons pro-
grams. The prioritizing of weapons systems 
over our troops and veterans is wrong and will 
result in the hollowing out of the Army, Navy, 
and Air Force conventional forces. We need to 
set clear spending priorities. 

In addition, the bill contains a number of 
provisions that ignore basic environmental pol-
icy requirements and important investments in 
renewable energy. It includes a rider that 
would prevent the federal government from 
protecting clean water and even exempts dis-
charged dredged or fill material from clean 
water act requirements. The bill would also 
eliminate the Department of Energy’s ad-
vanced energy research program and the en-
ergy loan guarantee program and would slash 
energy efficiency & renewable energy invest-
ments by nearly $1 billion. The so-called Mak-
ing America Secure Act even prevents agen-
cies from collaborating on federal ocean poli-
cies. 

There was a bright spot. The House passed 
an amendment to defund painful experiments 
on dogs conducted by the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs. It is critical that Congress work 
to strengthen animal protections, which is why 
I’ve laid out an ambitious agenda to help ani-
mals and crack down on abuse. 

I hope we can work together going forward 
to pass a budget resolution that prioritizes ap-
propriately. 
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2018 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CAROL SHEA-PORTER 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2017 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 3219) making ap-
propriations for the Department of Defense 
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2018, 
and for other purposes. 

Ms. SHEA-PORTER. Mr. Chair, I represent 
the First District of New Hampshire, which in-
cludes Pease Air Guard Base, formerly Pease 
Air Force Base. As a member of the House 
Armed Services Committee, I’m aware that 
our military’s historic use of perfluorinated 
chemicals or PFCs has not only polluted the 
groundwater of Pease and the surrounding 
area, but also of bases and their environs na-
tionwide. That’s why I’m offering this amend-
ment to authorize the Department of Defense 

to fund a nationwide health impact study— 
which the House-passed NDAA has just au-
thorized—to be conducted by the Agency for 
Toxic Substances and Disease Registry begin-
ning in FY2018. Our service members, vet-
erans, and other affected constituents deserve 
answers about how they and their children 
have been harmed by these chemicals, which 
are classified as emerging contaminants. 

This contamination began in the 1970s, 
when more than 600 U.S. military fire-training 
sites used a firefighting foam that contained 
PFCs called perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA) 
and perfluorooctanesulfonic acid (PFOS). 
Testing conducted by the Department of De-
fense at many of these sites has found PFC 
groundwater levels that exceed EPA guide-
lines many times over. At Pease, it is 12.5 
times higher than the health advisory. The De-
partment of Defense has so far spent $200 
million assessing and remediating the water at 
many of these sites. The House report accom-
panying the NDAA has extensive language 
identifying this problem and directing the De-
fense Department to report to the Committee 
on the process and timeline for identifying and 
resourcing long-term remediation on military 
bases or in the surrounding communities. 

Because of widespread PFC use at sites 
across the United States, contaminated drink-
ing water now poses a nationwide public 
health threat. According to the American Can-
cer Society (ACS), PFOA is especially prob-
lematic ‘‘because it can stay in the environ-
ment and in the human body for long periods.’’ 
Many peer-reviewed studies indicate health 
dangers of PFCs, including links to testicular, 
kidney, and thyroid cancer, liver damage, im-
paired immune system function, decreased 
fertility, and harm to a developing fetus or 
child. But the ACS says ‘‘more research is 
needed to clarify these findings,’’ because a 
comprehensive, long-term study of the health 
impacts of PFOA and PFOS has not yet been 
conducted. 

That is why I see a clear and pressing need 
for this study. Our service men and women, 
veterans, and others who have been exposed 
to PFCs deserve answers on both the short- 
and long-term health impacts of these con-
taminants. Such a study’s findings could en-
able them to take proactive measures, such 
as more frequent cancer screenings, to protect 
their own and their children’s health. 

Knowing that groundwater contamination ex-
ists and understanding the clear danger of 
long-term health risks, we can begin to rem-
edy past mistakes by supporting the launch of 
this much-needed study on behalf of our 
troops, our veterans, their families, and af-
fected civilians. This is a debt we owe our 
troops and military families, defense civilian 
workers, and others who served on or lived 
near these bases. 

Please support our amendment to give our 
military members and veterans, their families 
and children, in and around bases across our 
country, the answers they deserve. 
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RECOGNIZING LAMP HIGH SCHOOL 
IN MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA 

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 28, 2017 

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the history and continued 

legacy of LAMP High School in Montgomery, 
Alabama. This Magnet school remains a sig-
nificant testament to the success of public 
education in America, especially in the historic 
city of Montgomery. 

LAMP, originally an acronym for Lanier Aca-
demic Motivational Program, had its origin in 
1984 as a magnet program in Lanier High 
School. As the Montgomery Board of Edu-
cation saw that white flight away from inte-
grated schools continued to increase, public 
education leaders affirmed that retaining racial 
balance in schools would allow for quality edu-
cation for all students. 

The first director of the program, Mary 
George Jester, brilliantly led this school to 
continually be the number one ranked public 
school in Alabama, a top 50 public school na-
tionally, and the number one ranked magnet 
school in the nation in 2013, according to 
Newsweek and US News and World Report. 
What started as an idea by the Board of Edu-
cation to combat white flight turned into a pro-
gram with the philosophy that any student, re-
gardless of background or race, could get the 
highest quality education in Alabama. Mary 
George Jester relentlessly took that attitude 
into a community that was all too familiar with 
innovative ideas, a fervor for change, and the 
desire for equal opportunity. Montgomery re-
mains the backdrop of LAMP High School 
today as it boasts it’s racial, religious, and cul-
tural diversity. 

However, as the 2017 to 2018 school year 
approaches, LAMP will move locations for the 
third time in four years. After LAMP formed in 
an already existing high school in 1984, it fi-
nally received its own building in 1999. That 
facility, built in 1923, housed the first junior 
and senior high schools for African-American 
students, and was named after Henry Allen 
Loveless, a founding member of the Dexter 
Avenue Baptist Church. Subsequently, LAMP 
changed its acronym to what it is today: Love-
less Academic Magnet Program—reflecting 
the name of that building. As students and 
faculty grew accustomed to their new sur-
roundings and strived to get national recogni-
tion, the building they worked in slowly dete-
riorated. Finally, after 13 years, that building 
was deemed severely unsafe for a school, and 
the school was promptly moved in November 
of 2014 to a temporary, unused elementary 
school building a couple miles away down-
town. 

Nevertheless, LAMP persisted, with stu-
dents, faculty, and administrators scrambling 
to get situated; this was not the first nor the 
last time LAMP would have to adapt to a new 
environment. The timeless philosophy Mary 
George Jester instilled in the program that 
‘‘excellence in education does not limit itself in 
the classroom; rather, it encompasses the stu-
dent’s entire world.’’ After being present for 
LAMP’s second move, Ms. Jester retired after 
returning that year to be the principal. Ms. 
Jester’s philosophy remained as LAMP was 
informed that it would be moving again to a 
renovated portion of the closed down and va-
cant Montgomery Mall building. The brand 
new facility will reopen for students and faculty 
in August of 2017, which will complete its 
fourth and final move. 

It took the push of education leaders in 
1984 for LAMP’s success to transcend build-
ings thirty-three years later. Through commu-
nity support early on, LAMP stands as a testa-
ment that public education creates developed 
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minds with the ability to adapt to adversity. As 
current Principal Matthew Monson leads the 
school onward, Ms. Jester’s philosophy is 
clearer than ever: education is ‘‘always believ-
ing in, and always nurturing the mind, body 
and soul, no matter the hindrances.’’ 

On behalf of Alabama’s 7th Congressional 
District, and the nation, I ask my colleagues to 
join me in recognizing LAMP High School in 
Montgomery, Alabama for demonstrating the 
pinnacle of public education in the face of ad-
versity. 
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HONORING BRIAN ROSS LUCAS 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2017 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Brian Ross Lucas. 
Brian is a very special young man who has 
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship 
and leadership by taking an active part in the 
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 222, and earn-
ing the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Brian has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Brian has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Brian 
has contributed to his community through his 
Eagle Scout project. Brian completed a land-
scaping project around a sign he also erected 
for Eagleville United Methodist Church in 
Eagleville, Missouri. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Brian Ross Lucas for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America 
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE 2017 
GRADUATING CLASS OF THE 
DODIE LONDEN EXCELLENCE IN 
PUBLIC SERVICE SERIES 

HON. DAVID SCHWEIKERT 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2017 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of the graduating class of 
the 2017 Dodie Londen Excellence in Public 
Service Series. Brandy Wells, Cindy Casaus, 
Debi Vandenboom, Farhana Ahmed, Jeni 
White, Kristen Desmangles, Lauren Pem-
berton, Lisa Godzich, Dr. Shadow Asgari, 
Simone Hall, ViciLee Jacobs, Bernadette 
Coggins and Yvonne Cahill have all distin-
guished themselves as impactful leaders in 
our community. 
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HONORING NAFCU NEWEST BOARD 
MEMBER 

HON. SCOTT TAYLOR 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2017 

Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Brian Schools on his recent se-

lection to the Board of Directors at the Na-
tional Association of Federally-Insured Credit 
Unions, NAFCU. 

Mr. Schools has been President and CEO 
of Chartway Federal Credit Union in Virginia 
Beach since 2015. Mr. Schools joined 
Chartway Federal Credit Union in 2008 and 
served as vice president of lending, corporate 
strategy officer, and corporate divisional presi-
dent, until he assumed his current role. 

Mr. Schools has more than 20 years of 
business leadership experience and holds a 
Bachelor of Science in Finance from Virginia 
Tech and a Master of Business Administration 
from Virginia Commonwealth University. He 
has also served as a Board member of 
Chartway’s We Promise Foundation, which 
provides financial support to make dreams 
and wishes come to life for children facing 
medical challenges. 

He is known at his credit union as a highly 
capable leader who has the experience, the 
determination, and the drive to position 
Chartway for the opportunities and challenges 
ahead. Mr. Schools’ business experience and 
leadership will bring a tremendous amount of 
expertise to the NAFCU Board. 

I wish Mr. Schools the best of luck in his 
new role on the NAFCU Board, and look for-
ward to working with him in this capacity. I ask 
that my colleagues join me today in congratu-
lating Brian Schools on this achievement. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 150TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE VILLAGE OF 
PENTWATER 

HON. BILL HUIZENGA 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2017 

Mr. HUIZENGA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the village of Pentwater, Michigan 
on the occasion of its 150th Anniversary. 

On March 16, 1867, the former settlement 
of Pentwater was officially incorporated as a 
village by the Michigan Legislature. The Vic-
torian homes and cottages scattered around 
the village remind visitors of Pentwater’s his-
toric past. Its first sawmill—opened in 1867— 
turned into a booming lumbering industry, in-
cluding the largest shingle mill in the United 
States. As we look back at Pentwater’s his-
toric past, we hope to preserve that which has 
made it special. 

From early on, Pentwater was known as a 
scenic resort destination. Today, with its pic-
turesque location on Lake Michigan, 
Pentwater offers countless options for recre-
ation and entertainment. Charles Mears State 
Park provides visitors the opportunity to hike, 
fish, sail and enjoy all that Lake Michigan has 
to offer. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my colleagues to 
join me in celebrating the 150th Anniversary of 
the village of Pentwater, Michigan. 
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TRIBUTE TO DAN MATHEWS 

HON. BILL SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2017 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Dan Mathews and thank him for his 

years of dedicated service to Congress and 
the American taxpayers. Dan has worked on 
the Hill for over 20 years, and, he has been 
a fixture on the staff of the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure as the Re-
publican Staff Director of the Subcommittee on 
Economic Development, Public Buildings, and 
Emergency Management for the last 14 years. 
The Subcommittee has a wide area of jurisdic-
tion covering federal buildings and court-
houses, the General Services Administration, 
and GSA leases and capital projects, the 
Smithsonian, the Kennedy Center, the Na-
tional Gallery of Art, and numerous other fed-
eral facilities. In addition, Dan also staffed the 
Select Bipartisan Committee to Investigate the 
Preparedness for and the Response to Hurri-
cane Katrina in 2006. He was one of the pri-
mary authors of the Committee’s investigative 
report, ‘‘A Failure of Initiative,’’ which led to 
the successful enactment of the Post-Katrina 
Emergency Management Reform Act, and 
later the establishment of the National Pre-
paredness System and the Sandy Recovery 
Improvement Act. 

In his time with the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure, Dan has had a lead-
ing role in the enactment of major pieces of 
legislation related to public buildings and 
emergency management. Most notably, during 
his tenure, he has overseen the passage and 
the initial implementation of the Federal As-
sets Sale and Transfer Act (FASTA), which 
will shrink the size of government and help en-
sure savings by selling or redeveloping high 
value properties, consolidating federal space, 
and streamlining the disposal of unneeded as-
sets; the Post-Katrina Emergency Manage-
ment Reform Act, which gave FEMA clear 
guidance on its mission and priorities, and 
provided the legislative authorities needed to 
better partner with state, local, tribal, and terri-
torial governments before, during, and after 
disasters; and the Sandy Recovery Improve-
ment Act, which was the most significant legis-
lative change to the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency’s (FEMA) substantive au-
thorities since the enactment of the Robert T. 
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act of 1974. 

Dan has also worked tirelessly to save tax-
payer money by reducing the cost of federal 
real estate, reducing waste in the federal 
courthouse construction program, coordinating 
efforts by agencies to reduce leasing costs 
through space reductions and consolidations, 
and pushing GSA to negotiate the best lease 
deals for the taxpayer. It comes as no surprise 
given his experience and efforts, that the Ad-
ministration has appointed him Commissioner 
of GSA’s Public Buildings Service. I am con-
fident in that role, Dan will continue the impor-
tant work of ensuring GSA and other federal 
agencies continue to reduce costs and make 
smarter decisions in federal real estate to ben-
efit the taxpayer. 

In his spare time, Dan enjoys spending time 
with his family, his wife Lara and their two 
daughters, traveling, doing yoga, and rock 
climbing. Mr. Speaker, please join me in ac-
knowledging Dan’s achievements during his 
tenure here in the House of Representatives 
and in wishing Dan the best of luck with new 
endeavors. 
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